168                   JOHN MARSHALL
Washington in 1778 thought that "Marshall is not a necessitous man." When it came to trading, the father of his country was keen and suspicious, and he feared, it would seem, that his boyhood friend and comrade in arms would "practice every deception in his power in order to work me ... up to his price/5 l
Soon after John Marshall met Mary Ambler at the "ball" at Yorktown, and just before he went to William and Mary College, his father sold this very land that Washington had refused to purchase. On March 28, 1780, Thomas Marshall conveyed to Major Thomas Massey [Massie] one thousand acres in Fauquier County for "thirty thousand pounds Currency." 2 This was a part of the seventeen hundred acres for which the elder Marshall had paid " nine hundred and twelve pounds ten shillings " seven years before.3 The change shows the startling depreciation of Virginia currency as well as Continental paper, both of which in 1780 had reached a very low point and were rapidly going down.4
It reveals, too, the Marshall family's extreme need of cash, a want sorely felt by nearly everybody at this period; and the familiar fact that ownership of land did not mean the ready command of money. The year after John Marshall's marriage he wrote to James Monroe: "I do not know what to say to your scheme of selling out. If you can execute it you will have made a very capital sum, if you can
1 Washington to Lund Washington, Aug. 15,1778; Writings: Ford, vii, 151-5&
* Records of Fauquier County (Va.), Deed Book, vii, 53S. 8 Supra, chap. n.                            4 See infra, chap. vra.